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Talk	
  about	
  sweet	
  and	
  lowdown. 

Greer,	
  S.C.,	
  police	
  are	
  still	
  searching	
  for	
  a	
  monster	
  muffin	
  that	
  was	
  stolen	
  from	
  outside	
  a	
  
Bloom’s	
  grocery	
  store. 

The	
  plastic	
  pastry	
  is	
  a	
  4-­‐foot-­‐tall,	
  6-­‐foot-­‐wide	
  version	
  of	
  Bloom’s	
  signature	
  “Bloomberry”	
  
muffins,	
  which	
  the	
  company	
  describes	
  as	
  “topped	
  with	
  a	
  crispy	
  streusel	
  and	
  drizzled	
  
icing	
  and	
  …	
  available	
  with	
  or	
  without	
  a	
  wild	
  Maine	
  Blueberry	
  filling.” 

It	
  weighs	
  approximately	
  200	
  pounds	
  and	
  is	
  worth	
  $4,500,	
  according	
  to	
  Karen	
  Peterson,	
  
special	
  project	
  manager	
  for	
  Lion	
  LLC,	
  which	
  owns	
  the	
  Bloom	
  stores. 
And	
  the	
  great	
  muffin	
  heist	
  happened	
  on	
  an	
  unlucky	
  day. 

“On	
  the	
  night	
  of	
  Friday	
  the	
  13th,	
  persons	
  unknown	
  absconded	
  with	
  the	
  muffin,”	
  
Peterson	
  said. 
Why	
  “persons”? 
“One	
  person	
  can’t	
  carry	
  that	
  muffin,”	
  Peterson	
  said. 
But	
  according	
  to	
  police,	
  there	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  break	
  in	
  the	
  case. 

“On	
  Monday,	
  a	
  lady	
  called	
  us	
  and	
  said	
  she	
  saw	
  a	
  dark	
  pickup	
  truck	
  pulling	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  
parking	
  lot	
  with	
  the	
  giant	
  muffin	
  in	
  the	
  back,”	
  said	
  Chris	
  Varner	
  of	
  the	
  Greer	
  Police	
  
Department.	
  “She	
  didn’t	
  find	
  that	
  odd	
  till	
  she	
  saw	
  [a	
  news	
  report]	
  on	
  TV.” 

Varner	
  suspects	
  the	
  theft	
  is	
  a	
  prank,	
  but	
  said	
  that	
  hasn’t	
  stopped	
  people	
  from	
  
theorizing. 

“We’ve	
  heard	
  all	
  the	
  jokes,	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  muffin	
  man	
  who	
  lives	
  on	
  Drury	
  Lane,	
  that	
  it	
  
could	
  have	
  been	
  Betty	
  Crocker,”	
  Varner	
  said. 

The	
  pastry	
  is	
  a	
  Bloom’s	
  icon,	
  constructed	
  two	
  years	
  ago	
  for	
  an	
  advertising	
  campaign.	
  A	
  
billboard	
  featured	
  six	
  giant	
  muffins	
  in	
  a	
  pan	
  that	
  extended	
  beyond	
  the	
  parameters	
  of	
  
the	
  billboard. 

“As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  recent	
  campaign,	
  a	
  car	
  was	
  parked	
  below	
  the	
  billboard,	
  and	
  the	
  muffin	
  
was	
  placed	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  car	
  as	
  if	
  it	
  had	
  fallen	
  there,”	
  Peterson	
  said,	
  noting	
  the	
  
campaign	
  had	
  created	
  “a	
  tremendous	
  amount	
  of	
  buzz.” 

“From	
  that	
  point,	
  the	
  monster	
  muffin	
  became	
  our	
  icon,”	
  traveling	
  from	
  store	
  to	
  store,	
  
she	
  said.	
  “We’d	
  have	
  banners	
  saying,	
  ‘Pardon	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  our	
  muffin,’	
  and	
  ‘The	
  baker	
  got	
  
carried	
  away.’” 

“We’ve	
  become	
  really	
  attached	
  to	
  the	
  muffin	
  because	
  it’s	
  so	
  much	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  culture,	
  
our	
  history.	
  It’s	
  a	
  little	
  sad	
  for	
  us.” 
“We’re	
  certainly	
  wondering	
  where	
  our	
  muffin	
  is,”	
  Peterson	
  said. 



The	
  company	
  has	
  just	
  increased	
  a	
  reward	
  for	
  the	
  muffin’s	
  return.	
  It	
  will	
  donate	
  $300	
  to	
  
the	
  Loaves	
  and	
  Fishes	
  food	
  bank	
  and	
  give	
  $300	
  in	
  free	
  groceries	
  to	
  the	
  person	
  who	
  
provides	
  police	
  with	
  information	
  “leading	
  to	
  the	
  whereabouts	
  of	
  the	
  big	
  baked	
  good.”	
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Burglary	
  suspect	
  slips	
  up 
A	
  slippery	
  suspect’s	
  greasy	
  trail	
  didn’t	
  help	
  his	
  getaway	
  from	
  police. 

Charles	
  Grant’s	
  robbery	
  spree	
  ended	
  when	
  cops	
  found	
  him	
  covered	
  in	
  chicken	
  grease	
  at	
  
a	
  local	
  motel,	
  according	
  to	
  Florida	
  police. 

“He	
  got	
  caught	
  with	
  his	
  hand	
  in	
  the	
  grease,	
  so	
  to	
  speak,”	
  Pasco	
  County	
  Sheriff’s	
  Office	
  
spokesman	
  Doug	
  Tobin	
  said. 

Around	
  8:15	
  p.m.	
  on	
  Jan.	
  7,	
  Grant	
  broke	
  through	
  the	
  ceiling	
  of	
  a	
  Subway	
  restaurant	
  in	
  
New	
  Port	
  Richey	
  and	
  demanded	
  money,	
  Tobin	
  said. 

“A	
  couple	
  of	
  workers	
  saw	
  the	
  particle	
  board-­‐type	
  ceiling	
  start	
  to	
  move,	
  and	
  then	
  it	
  
crashed	
  down,”	
  Tobin	
  said.	
  “[Grant]	
  picked	
  himself	
  up	
  and,	
  after	
  a	
  few	
  expletives,	
  said,	
  
‘Give	
  me	
  your	
  money	
  and	
  you	
  won’t	
  get	
  hurt.’” 
He	
  took	
  the	
  cash	
  drawer	
  and	
  fled.	
  But	
  his	
  rooftop	
  adventures	
  weren’t	
  over. 

When	
  Detective	
  Michelle	
  March,	
  who	
  had	
  been	
  working	
  on	
  several	
  burglary	
  cases	
  in	
  
which	
  Grant	
  was	
  a	
  suspect,	
  arrived	
  at	
  the	
  Subway	
  restaurant	
  and	
  showed	
  employees	
  
Grant’s	
  photo,	
  they	
  identified	
  him	
  as	
  the	
  intruder,	
  Tobin	
  said. 
March	
  began	
  driving	
  to	
  the	
  Green	
  Key	
  Motel,	
  where	
  she	
  knew	
  Grant	
  was	
  staying.	
  On	
  the	
  
way,	
  she	
  got	
  a	
  call	
  about	
  another	
  rooftop	
  restaurant	
  break-­‐in	
  —	
  this	
  time,	
  at	
  the	
  Wing	
  
House,	
  across	
  the	
  street	
  from	
  the	
  motel. 
“She	
  said,	
  ‘I	
  betcha	
  that’s	
  the	
  same	
  guy,’”	
  Tobin	
  said. 

When	
  officers	
  arrived	
  at	
  the	
  Green	
  Key,	
  they	
  found	
  a	
  chicken-­‐grease-­‐covered	
  Grant,	
  
who	
  had	
  climbed	
  through	
  an	
  access	
  panel	
  in	
  the	
  roof	
  and	
  through	
  the	
  grease	
  vents	
  to	
  
get	
  inside. 

“He	
  literally	
  had	
  grease	
  all	
  over	
  his	
  body,”	
  Tobin	
  said.	
  “We	
  tried	
  to	
  clean	
  him	
  up	
  the	
  best	
  
we	
  could	
  for	
  his	
  mugshot.” 

Grant	
  was	
  “very	
  fortunate”	
  that	
  he	
  didn’t	
  get	
  stuck	
  in	
  the	
  grease	
  vent,	
  Tobin	
  said.	
  “If	
  he	
  
had	
  got	
  stuck	
  up	
  there,	
  and	
  they	
  would	
  have	
  turned	
  on	
  the	
  grease	
  pit,	
  it’s	
  steaming	
  hot	
  
…	
  it’s	
  a	
  really	
  tight	
  space.	
  That	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  a	
  horrible	
  way	
  to	
  go.” 

He	
  faces	
  burglary	
  and	
  robbery	
  charges	
  and	
  is	
  being	
  held	
  at	
  Land	
  O’	
  Lakes	
  Detention	
  
Center	
  on	
  $35,000	
  bond. 


